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EDITORIAL. 



At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Academy , held 
October 23, 1895, Dr. Edmund J. James presented his resignation 
as Chairman of the Committee on Publication and Editor of the 
Annals. He stated that his future residence in Chicago* would, in 
his opinion, make it impossible for him to give that careful and 
continuous attention to the publications of the Academy which they 
demand. The subject was referred to a sub-committee, with instruc- 
tions to report at a subsequent meeting of the Executive Committee. 

At a later meeting, held November 15, 1895, the sub-committee 
reported the following recommendations, which, after due considera- 
tion, were unanimously adopted : "That Dr. James' resignation 
as Chairman of the Publication Committee and Editor of the 
Annals be accepted , but that he be requested to continue as one of 
the Associate Editors ; that Dr. Roland P. Falkner be chosen Chair- 
man of the Publication Committee and Editor of the Annals, to 
succeed Dr. James; and that Dr. Emory R. Johnson be selected to 
succeed Dr. James Harvey Robinson, whose resignation had also been 
received some time since." 



The foregoing announcement from the records of the Executive 
Committee of the Academy will explain the changes in the editorial 
management of the Annals which take effect with the present num- 
ber. Although compelled by change of residence to resign the man- 
aging editorship, Dr. James retains his full sympathy for the work and 
will continue as Associate Editor to take an advisory part in the policy 
of the Annals, even though it may be at the cost of considerable per- 
sonal inconvenience. At a moment when the editorial responsibilities 
for the publications of the Academy fall upon other shoulders, it seems 
opportune to recall the services which Dr. James has rendered the 
Annals in the past, as well as to make a statement in behalf of the 
new management. 

It was six years ago that Professor James conceived the idea of 
the American Academy of Political and Social Science, of which he 
was justly made the President It is not too much to say that 

* See p. 78, of the present number of the Annals. 
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during those six years he has sustained its work in every particular, 
and that a large measure of its success is due to his efforts. Of 
what has here been accomplished, especially in reference to the 
publications, we shall speak later. 

Professor James was eminently qualified for the work which he 
assumed. With a keen insight into scientific problems, he had 
already given evidence of a practical sagacity which sought always 
for a concrete embodiment of the views he held. This must be 
clear to those who survey the list of his published writings which 
accompanies the personal note of this issue. Nor have these writ- 
ings remained without practical result. 

His pamphlet on TTie Relation of the Municipality to the Gas 
Supply grew out of an address delivered before the Social Science 
Association of Philadelphia, at a critical period in the history of 
the city gas works, when a large combination of private capital was 
trying to secure possession of the city plant. The address was 
generally considered to have settled the question in favor of city 
ownership in Philadelphia. In its subsequent form, as published 
by the American Economic Association, it contributed very decidedly 
toward strengthening public sentiment in favor of the ownership 
and control of lighting plants by municipalities. 

The various addresses on the subject of forestry, delivered in the 
interest of the Pennsylvania Forestry Association, have contributed 
to the advance of the movement for the protection and extension 
of our forests. In like manner in essays on the transportation 
question Professor James anticipated by the discussion of the Zone 
Tariff System, the era of cheaper passenger fares on our railways, 
as, well as the sounder view which now begins to prevail of the 
relation of canals and waterways to our railway system. When the 
history of the movement for better government of our cities comes 
to be written, it will be seen that Professor James contributed in 
large measure to the advance of this movement. 

But it is particularly in the field of education that Professor James 
has impressed his views upon various important movements. In the 
light of subsequent developments, his papers and addresses, in which 
these results were foreshadowed, acquire an increased interest. It 
would occupy us too long to enumerate the actual results which can 
be traced to these efforts. It is sufficient to say that Professor James 
has concerned himself with such questions as the place of kinder- 
gartens in the public school system, the teaching of pedagogics in 
universities, the function of commercial education, the relation of 
the different classes of secondary schools to one another, and the 
education of adults, especially University Extension. 
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The fertility of practical expedient, and the breadth of sympathy 
for all forward movements which have characterized Professor James' 
career, have stood the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science in good stead throughout its existence. An unceasing 
interest devoted to the various aspects of its work has secured for 
the Academy an unusual measure of success. No one knows this better 
than those who, like the present editor, have been intimately asso- 
ciated with him in the work. No institution depends for its success 
upon a single individual, and the writer would be the last to under- 
value the self-sacrificing labors of a group of enthusiastic specialists 
who have labored for its success, nor the cordial co-operation of 
writers all over the United States who have taken part in its publi- 
cations. Yet, however numerous the workers, they must have a 
chief. In the work of the Academy, where he has occupied at the 
same time the position of president and editor of the publications, 
Professor James has been the directing spirit 

During his editorship the Annals has been changed from a 
quarterly to a bimonthly periodical, while the numbers have been 
steadily increased in size. The policy of publishing as supplements 
longer papers than could find a place in the Annates has been 
strenuously pushed by Professor James, and at the present time the 
number of these publications is quite large and has been notably 
enriched by the supplement which accompanies the present issue. 
The leading papers published in the Annals are reprinted in sepa- 
rate form, and as pamphlets secure a circulation and attention which 
they would not attain as articles of a periodical. To Professor 
James is due the consistent maintenance of this policy. To his 
initiative is also to be ascribed the establishment of the interesting 
departments of sociological and municipal government notes, whose 
success has amply justified the wisdom of his foresight. 

The present editor discharges a debt of gratitude in rendering this 
account of the services of Dr. James to the publications of the 
Academy. He feels that the policy of these publications has been 
laid upon firm foundations. The constructive work has in large 
part been accomplished. It remains for those who follow to build 
a structure worthy of the foundation. 

And now a word in behalf of the present editorial board. Our 
readers will have noticed that Dr. Emory R. Johnson has replaced 
Dr. James Harvey Robinson as associate editor. We part with Dr. 
Robinson with regret, for his services in the past have been of great 
value. His removal to New York, and his duties in his new posi- 
tion had rendered it impossible for him to retain his position as as- 
sociate editor. Dr. Emory R. Johnson needs no introduction to the 
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readers of the AnkalS and the editor congratulates himself that he 
is to have associated with him in the active management of the 
publications a man who has already given so many proofs of his 
zeal and ability. 

The reorganized editorial board propose to follow in the future 
the policy which in the past has brought so much success to our 
publications. Radical changes of policy are not contemplated by 
them and are not to be expected. They earnestly hope for some 
improvement in detail. They aim to make the Aknai<s not only a 
picture of the activities of the Academy, and a repository for scien- 
tific papers, but so far as possible a complete record of current fact 
and discussion which is of interest to the students of political and 
social science. In this spirit they hope to inaugurate a current 
bibliography which will call the attention of our readers to the most 
important publications as they appear. This feature will not replace 
the book reviews and notes but will be in addition to it. In the 
same spirit it will be the aim of the reorganized board to extend 
and enrich the department of notes so that in time nothing which 
merits the attention of students of political and social science shall 
escape notice. 

To accomplish these purposes they need the support of members 
of the Academy and other scholars. They bespeak for themselves 
the same cordial sympathy and assistance which has been granted 
their predecessors. Without it they must needs fail. With it they 
trust that they shall be able to assume the responsibilities which 
have been placed on their shoulders, and acquit themselves with 
credit in the functions to which the Academy has called them. 

Roland P. Falkner. 



